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THE LAST THINGS

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in… the 
resurrection of the body 
and the life everlasting.

 Nicene Creed

I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world 
come. 



THE LAST THINGS

Eschatology

ta eschata  -- last things

The last things

death

judgment

heaven

hell



THE LAST THINGS

Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust, 139

The Church makes sense only when we see that it 
exists to get us acclimatized to peace and praise, to 
bring us now into the atmosphere where what 
pervades and shapes everything is the life of God 
the Holy Trinity.



EASTER

The story



EASTER

What Easter means

1. The Father shows us the Son.

I bear witness to myself, and the Father who sent me bears 
witness to me. (Jn 1:18)

God “has given assurance to all men by raising Jesus from the 
dead.” (Acts 17:31)



EASTER

2. New creation

he appeared to those who came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who 
are now his witnesses to the people. (Acts 13:31)

the first-born from the dead (Col 1:18)

Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, 
behold, the new has come (2 Cor 5:7)

For this perishable nature must put on the imperishable, and this mortal nature 
must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and 
the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is 
written: Death is swallowed up in victory. (1 Cor 15:54-54)



EASTER

N.T. Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God, 737

No wonder the Herods, the Caesars and the Sadducees of this world, ancient 
and modern, were and are eager to rule out all possibility of actual 
resurrection. They are, after all, staking a counter-claim on the real world. It is 
the real world that the tyrants and bullies (including intellectual and cultural 
tyrants and bullies) try to rule by force, only to discover that in order to do so 
they have to quash all rumours of resurrection, rumours that would imply that 
their greatest weapons, death and destruction, are not after all omnipotent. But 
it is the real world, in Jewish thinking, that the real God made, and still grieves 
over. It is the real world that, in the earliest stories of Jesus’ resurrection, was 
decisively and for ever reclaimed by that event, an event which demanded to 
be understood, not as a bizarre miracle, but as the beginning of the new 
creation.



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

“I believe in... the resurrection of the flesh...”



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust, 139-40

We are a fantastically materialistic society, but we 
often seem to have no innate respect for bodies, 
and to imagine that the body really is only the 
envelope for an identity created by the mind and 
the will.



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust, 141

The resurrection of Jesus and the hope of eternal 
life with God become the ground of promise that, 
whatever exactly this means, God does not redeem 
us by making us stop being what we are — beings 
who live in community and context. If God holds 
on to us through death, he holds on to every aspect 
of us — not just to a specially protected, ‘immortal’ 
bit of us.



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

1 Corinthians 15:12-24

How can some of you say that there is no 
resurrection of the dead? But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been 
raised; if Christ has not been raised, then our 
preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain… But 
in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

2 Maccabbees 7:14

The King of the universe will raise us up to an 
everlasting renewal of life, because we have died 
for his laws. One cannot but choose to die at the 
hands of men and to cherish the hope that God 
gives of being raised again by him.



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

Who will be raised?

those who have done good, to the resurrection of 
life, and those who have done evil, to the 
resurrection of judgment (Jn 5:29)



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

How will we be raised?

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body do they come?” You foolish man! What you sow does not come to 
life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body which is to be, but a 
bare kernel… What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable… The dead will be raised imperishable… For this 
perishable nature must put on the imperishable and this mortal nature 
must put on immortality. (1 Cor 15:35-37, 42, 62, 53)



GENERAL 
RESURRECTION

When will we be raised?

The Parousia



HEAVEN AND HELL

Apostles Creed:

he shall come to judge 
the quick and the dead

Nicene Creed:

he shall come again, 
with glory, to judge 
both the quick and the 
dead; whose kingdom 
shall have no end



HEAVEN AND HELL

Luke 21:25ff:

And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and upon 
the earth distress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the 
sea and the waves, men fainting with fear and with 
foreboding of what is coming on the world; for the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of 
man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now 
when these things begin to take place, look up and raise your 
heads, because your redemption is drawing near.



HEAVEN AND HELL

Mark 13:32ff:

But of that day or that hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Take heed, watch; for you do not know 
when the time will come.



HEAVEN AND HELL

Already the final age of the world is with us, and the 
renewal of the world is irrevocably under way; it is 
even now anticipated in a certain real way, for the 
Church on earth is endowed already with a sanctity 
that is real but imperfect (Lumen gentium 48.3)







HEAVEN AND HELL

The Church will enter the glory of the kingdom only through this 
final Passover, when she will follow her Lord in his death and 
resurrection. The kingdom will be fulfilled, then, not by a historic 
triumph of the Church through a progressive ascendency, but 
only by God’s victory over the final unleashing of evil... God’s 
triumph over the revolt of evil will take the form of the Last 
Judgment after the final cosmic upheaval of this passing world 
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, 677)



HEAVEN AND HELL

Revelation 20:11-13

Then I saw a great white throne and him who sat upon it; from his 
presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for 
them. And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 
throne, and books were opened. Also another book was opened, 
which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was 
written in the books, by what they had done. And the sea gave up 
the dead in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead in them, and all 
were judged by what they had done.



HEAVEN AND HELL

Summary points on heaven and hell

1. Heaven involves bodies

2. Hell involves free will

3. The idea of purgatory



HEAVEN AND HELL

Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust, 148-9

Working off your debts until you become more or less worthy to go to 
heaven doesn’t quite sit with the radical hopes of the New Testament, 
let alone the various ways in which the late medieval Church made a 
bit of a cottage industry out of securing grace for souls in Purgatory 
by organized sacramental ‘lobbying’ for them. But initially the 
impetus is surely the recognition that in our encounter with God, so 
long as we are the complex and self-deceiving beings we are, there 
will be a dimension of pain. We don’t have to think about an 
intermediate state, a remand prison, but rather of a continuing 
journey with God as we become acclimatized to the fullness of love; 
or, to change the metaphor, something like our lungs expanding to 
cope with a new atmosphere.



HEAVEN AND HELL

C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce, 21

It was the light, the grass, the trees that were different; made of some 
different substance, so much solider than things in our country that 
men were ghosts by comparison. Moved by a sudden thought, I bent 
down and tried to pluck a daisy which was growing at my feet. The 
stalk wouldn’t break. I tried to twist it, but it wouldn’t twist. I tugged 
till the sweat stood out on my forehead and I had lost most of the skin 
off my hands. The little flower was hard, not like wood or even like 
iron, but like diamond.



PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD

Q. Why do we pray for the dead?

A. We pray for them, because we still hold them in 
our love, and because we trust that in God’s presence 
those who have chosen to serve him will grow in his 
love, until they see him as he is.



Reqiuem aeternam dona eis, Domine. Et lux perpetua 
luceat eis.

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord: and let light 
perpetual shine upon them.



Missal Collect:

O God, whose nature and property is ever to 
have mercy and to forgive, receive our 
humble petitions for the soul of thy servant 
N., which this day thou hast commanded to 
depart out of this world: deliver him not into 
the hand of the enemy, neither forsake him at 
the last; but command him to be received by 
the holy Angels, and brought to the country 
of paradise; that forasmuch as he hoped and 
believed in thee, he may not undergo the 
pains of hell, but be made partaker of 
everlasting felicity. Through…

BCP Collects

Remember thy servant, O Lord, according to 
the favour which thou bearest unto thy 
people, and grant that, increasing in 
knowledge and love of thee, he may go from 
strength to strength, in the life of perfect 
service, in thy heavenly kingdom; through… 

O God, whose mercies cannot be numbered: 
Accept our prayers on behalf of thy servant 
N., and grant him an entrance into the land of 
light and joy, in the fellowship of thy saints; 
through…



… the body doth not belong to anything which is applied 
outwardly for its adornment or welfare. Rather the body 
belongeth to the very nature of man. Wherefore, as we know 
from the records of just men of old, funeral rites have been 
wont to be fulfilled as a matter of dutiful piety, and have 
been reverently celebrated, and decent graves provided… 
are not such offices, bestowed upon a dead body, which yet 
shall rise again and remain unto eternity, a kind of a 
testimony to our faith in the resurrection? (St. Augustine)



But even if some necessity permitteth not the body to be buried, 
or from lack of proper facilities giveth no opportunity for burial 
in a sacred place, yet should not prayers for the soul of the 
departed be omitted. The duty of such prayers is taught us by 
the Church, which hath undertaken, as an obligation, to offer 
them for all the departed of the Christian and Catholic 
fellowship in a general commemoration without mention of 
names. By this observance, such departed souls as lack the 
assistance of parents or sons, or any kindred or friends 
whatseover, may have such assistance afforded unto them by the 
one loving mother which is common to us all. (St. Augustine)




