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PRACTICE: TITHING

Stewardship of creation

Tithe: a tenth

Mosaic Law

To the Levites I have given every tithe in Israel for an 
inheritance, in return for their service which they serve, their 
service in the tent of meeting. (Numbers 18:21)



PRACTICE: TITHING

Practical reasons to tithe

We spend money on things that matter to us

Spiritual reasons to tithe

Forming good habits

Reminding us of our true situation

Blessing



REVIEW: THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Holy Spirit is God

same “substance” as Father and Son

This matters because we want to join the life of 
God, not a creature



REVIEW: THE HOLY SPIRIT

What the Spirit is not

Doubtless decisions do need to be made and ecstasy may be 
infused, but God’s people are not to be constantly at the mercy of 
arbitrary interventions: instead they are built up in the image of 
Christ over time and come to show the fruit of the Spirit. 
                                         Samuel Wells, God’s Companions, 50



REVIEW: THE HOLY SPIRIT

The Spirit is always the Spirit of Christ

1 John 4:1-3

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are from God, for many false prophets have gone 
out into the world. By this you know the Spirit of God: every 
spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is 
from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from 
God.



PRELUDE: SALVATION AND 
THE CHURCH

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the 
dead. 
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen.



PRELUDE: SALVATION AND 
THE CHURCH

Why the Church?



FOUR NOTES OF THE CHURCH

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church.

Four notes: Unity, Sanctity, Catholicity, Apostolicity



1. UNITY

The Church is one.

One Lord.

Ephesians 4:4

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to 
the one hope that belongs to your call.

1 Corinthians 6:17

He who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.



2. SANCTITY

The Church is holy.

The Church is holy because Christ is holy.



3. CATHOLICITY

The Church is catholic.

“Catholic” means “universal”.  !"#$ means 
something that “forms a whole” and %&' #"#( 
means “together in one whole.”



3. CATHOLICITY

The Church is catholic because Christ is catholic.

1 Corinthians 15:21

“For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ shall all be made alive.”

Ephesians 2:15

Christ abolished “in his flesh the law of commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man...”



4. APOSTOLICITY

The Church is apostolic.

The Church is apostolic because Christ is apostolic. 
The Son is “sent” from the Father.

The Church is sent into the world.



4. APOSTOLICITY

Apostolicity as faithfulness to apostolic teaching.

Apostolicity as apostolic succession (bishops).



ECUMENICAL SUMMARY

The Church receives everything she has from 
Christ.

Receiving the fullness of Christ’s unity, sanctity, 
catholicity and apostolicity.



ECUMENICAL SUMMARY

“I believe,” not “I believe in”

Just as we can trust God because he has no agenda 
that is not for our good, so we can trust the Church 
because it is the sort of community it is, a community 
of active peacemaking and peacekeeping where no 
one exists in isolation or grows up in isolation or 
suffers in isolation. 
(Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust, 106)



THREE IMAGES

1. Body

For just as the body is one and has many members, 
and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit we 
were all baptized into one body -- Jews or Greeks, 
slaves or free -- and all were made to drink of one 
Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:12-13)



THREE IMAGES

2. Mary









THREE IMAGES

3. Bride

“With this ring I thee wed; with my body I thee 
worship; and with all my worldly goods I thee 
endow. In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost. Amen.”


