
Ratio Fidei 2012-2013
Part I: Trusting the Triune God

Session 1.4: ! October 21, 2012, 2-4 p.m., Parish Library 

Presenter:! Fr. Keyes!

Topic:!! “suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
! ! was crucified, dead, and buried;
! ! He descended into hell;
! ! the third day he rose again from the dead”

Practice:! Exposition, adoration and benediction

Outline:

! 1. Sin and the need for salvation

! 2. Why the Incarnation?
! ! a. God the Son is Jesus Christ
! ! b. God became man “for us and for our salvation”
! ! c. Accounts of how this makes sense: Atonement

! 3. Formal Christology
! ! a. Review of Trinitarian theology
! ! b. Creedal statements as inoculations against heresy
! ! c. Mariology in brief

Suggested Reading:

! Tokens of Trust, Chapter 4

Resources for further study

C. Fitzsimons Allison, The Cruelty of Heresy: An Affirmation of Christian Orthodoxy

The Book of Common Prayer (1979), Catechism pp. 848-850

Catechism of the Catholic Church par. 385-658

Anselm, Why God became Man

Athanasius, On the Incarnation

The Seven Ecumenical Councils. Available online: 
! www.ccel.org/ccel/schaff/npnf214.html



“High” Christological heresies

Name Idea Response

docetism Jesus only 
“seemed” 
human but was 
only human in 
appearance

… Jesus Christ [was] truly born, both ate and 
drank, was truly persecuted under Pontius 
Pilate, was truly crucified and died in the sight 
of those in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth; who was also truly raised from the 
dead… (St. Ignatius of Antioch)

Nestorianism Mary is not 
Theotokos - 
Mother of God - 
because only 
the human 
nature was born 
of her, not the 
divine Son

If anyone will not confess that the Emmanuel is 
very God, and that therefore the Holy Virgin is 
the Mother of God (Θεοτόκος), inasmuch as 
in the flesh she bore the Word of God made 
flesh [as it is written, “The Word was made 
flesh”] let him be anathema. (Council of 
Ephesus, 431)

monophysitism human nature 
absorbed into 
divine nature 
(thus one 
nature, either 
wholly divine or 
a hybrid)

… one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, Only-
begotten, recognized in two natures, without 
confusion, without change, without division, 
without separation; the distinction of natures 
being in no way annulled by the union… 
(Council of Chalcedon, 451)

monothelitism Christ did not 
posses a human 
will but only the 
divine will of 
the Son

… we likewise declare that in him are two 
natural wills and two natural operations 
indivisibly, inconvertibly, inseparably, 
inconfusedly, according to the teaching of the 
holy Fathers. (3rd Council of Constantinople, 
681)

iconoclasm God the Son 
cannot be 
depicted

… we keep unchanged all the ecclesiastical 
traditions handed down to us… one of which is 
the making of pictorial representations… a 
tradition useful in many respects, but especially 
in this, so that the incarnation of the Word of 
God is shown forth as real and not merely 
phantastic. (2nd Council of Nicaea, 787)



“Low” Christological heresies

Name Idea Response

Arianism “There was a time when 
the Son was not.” The Son 
is not eternal but the first-
born of all creatures. 

And whosoever shall say that there 
was a time when the Son of God 
was not (ἤν ποτε ὅτε οὐκ ἦν), or 
that before he was begotten he was 
not, or that he was made of things 
that were not, or that he is of a 
different substance or essence [from 
the Father] or that he is a creature, 
or subject to change or conversion
—all that so say, the Catholic and 
Apostolic Church anathematizes 
them. (1st Council of Nicaea, 325)

adoptionism Jesus became divine — or 
was united to the divine 
Son — at his baptism (or 
some other point)

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the 
only begotten Son of God, begotten 
of his Father before all worlds… (1st 
Council of Constantinople, 381)


