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REVIEW: 
CREATION AND EVIL

God creates out of nothing (ex nihilo)

Everything that exists, insofar as it exists, is good.

Evil is not stuff, it is not a substance, but is a movement, an 
action, a corruption, a destruction, in the direction of 
nothingness.

The Christian response to evil is not explanation but 
compassion. The Christian hope is not that evil will be 
explained but that God will remain with us and mysteriously 
turn evil to good ends.



1. AND IN JESUS CHRIST

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
 the Father Almighty,
 maker of heaven and earth,
 and of all things visible and invisible;

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
  the only-begotten Son of God,
  begotten of his Father before all worlds,
  God of God, Light of Light,
  very God of very God,
  begotten, not made,
  being of one substance with the Father;
  by whom all things were made;



1. AND IN JESUS CHRIST

The early experience of Jesus

There is really surprisingly little in the New Testament or any stage of early 
Christian belief when people thought Jesus just a teacher or a prophet. And 
this is because the emphasis is not on the ideas of Jesus but on what he has 
done; he is someone who by his action and his invitation has made a 
measurable difference to the human landscape by creating a new 
community that prays in a unique way. Faced with this, very few seem to 
say, ‘How interesting’; they tend rather to ask, ‘Who on earth is this that 
we’re dealing with? By what right does he say all this?

Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust, 62



1. AND IN JESUS CHRIST

Matthew 7:28-29

And when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his 
teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes.

Hebrews 1:1-2

In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the world. He reflects the glory of 
God and bears the very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe by his 
word of power.



1. AND IN JESUS CHRIST

Colossians 1:19

For in him all the fulness of God was pleased to dwell.

Mark 1:9-11

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. And when he came up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens 
opened and the Spirit descending upon him like a dove; and a voice came from 
heaven, “Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well pleased.



1. AND IN JESUS CHRIST

John 1:1-5,14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through 
him, and without him was not anything made that was made. In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it. … And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us, full of grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the 
only Son from the Father.



1. AND IN JESUS CHRIST

Matthew 28:16-20

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 
had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him; but some 
doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you; and lo, I 
am with you always, to the close of the age.



2. TRINITY

Trinitarian doctrine: An imposition of Greek 
philosophy?

The Church’s reflection on the identity of Jesus

The Church’s practice: Baptism and worship



2. TRINITY

I baptize you / N. is baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost.



2. TRINITY

From the Athanasian Creed

The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy 
Spirit is God; and yet they are not three gods, but one 
God.

SO: THREE WHAT?



2. TRINITY

Some philosophical language

The idea of substance or ousia or essence

The substance of x is what makes it x.



2. TRINITY

Divine attributions

God is good, just, merciful, true, beautiful, 
powerful, wise, etc.



2. TRINITY

The Father, Son and Spirit are not three individuals of 
a species (i.e. they are not three Gods)



2. TRINITY

From the Athanasian Creed

And the Catholic Faith is this: That we worship one 
God in Trinity, and Trinity in Unity, neither 
confounding the Persons, nor dividing the Substance.





2. TRINITY

What is a “person”?

There is one single divine Subject.



2. TRINITY

Greek term: hypostasis 

Latin term: persona



2. TRINITY

For the sake, then, of speaking of things that cannot be uttered, that we may 
be able in some way to utter what we can in no way express fully, our Greek 
friends have spoken of one essence, three substances (=hypostases), but the 
Latins of one essence or substance, three persons — because, as we have 
already said, essence usually means nothing else than substance in our 
language … And provided that what is said is understood only in a 
mystery, such a way of speaking is sufficient, in order that there might be 
something to say when we are asked what those three are, which the true 
faith pronounces to be three.

St. Augustine, On the Trinity, 7.4.7



2. TRINITY

Not individuals of a species.

Not parts of a whole.

What then are the “persons”?



2. TRINITY

St. Thomas Aquinas: the persons are relations

The Father is Father because he eternally generates the Son.

The Son is Son because he is eternally begotten of the Father.

The Spirit is Spirit because he eternally proceeds from the Father 
and the Son.



2. TRINITY

Or, St. Bonaventure: the persons are modes of origin

The Father is the Father because he is eternally unbegotten. (That 
is, he has no origin other than himself.)

The Son is Son because he proceeds eternally from the Father by 
mode of nature (a.k.a. begotten).

The Spirit is Spirit because he proceeds eternally from the Father 
by mode of will.



2. TRINITY

Summary on trinitarian doctrine

We do not know what we mean when we say that 
God is Trinity.



2. TRINITY

These passages, like so many others in the classical tradition of Christian 
speech about the mystery of God, seem to bend the structures of linguistic 
coherence, to push the limits of normal meaning to the breaking point. 
What they reveal is that statements about God as one substance and three 
hypostases are, first of all, boundary statements: statements that mark out, 
in the name of the community of Christian faith and worship, the limits of 
what represents biblical and ecclesial faith from what lies outside it. As 
boundary statements, they are also rules of religious grammar: formal 
principles for the use of language within the ongoing tradition of the 
church’s belief.

Brian Daley, SJ



2. TRINITY

We do not know what we mean when we say that 
God is Trinity.

But we do know what we do not mean.



2. TRINITY

Although we cannot encompass God’s trinitarian being 
within our human knowledge, we can know and glorify 
God as Trinity and be consciously and thankfully 
incorporated into trinitarian life. Thus appropriating the 
meaning of trinitarian doctrine involves learning to think, 
live, and pray so as to refer to God’s being as Trinity while at 
the same time learning to disavow a comprehensive 
epistemic hold on the God to whom we thus refer ourselves.

Khaled Anatolios, Retrieving Nicaea, 9


