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PRACTICE

Bowing, kneeling, and genuflecting

... at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth... (Philippians 2:10)



REVIEW: 
DOCTRINE OF GOD

God’s attributes

good, being itself, eternal, timeless, incorporeal, 
utterly transcendent, almighty (omnipotent), 
perfect



God is simple

No distinction between essence and attributes in God

God’s justice = God’s wisdom = God’s power = God

Attributes common between persons

REVIEW:
DOCTRINE OF GOD



REVIEW:
DOCTRINE OF GOD

God is love (1 John 4:8)

God’s name as love reveals 
something of God’s triune nature

God is love within God’s own 
nature



1. CREATION

Apostles Creed 

I believe in God, the Father 
almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

Nicene Creed

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
and of all things visible and 
invisible.



1. CREATION

God is almighty (or omnipotent)

God is perfectly perfect, self-sufficient, lacking 
nothing.

God is “that greater than which nothing can be 
conceived.”



1. CREATION

Therefore, creation is a mystery.

Why is there something rather than nothing?

The really difficult question is not how it is that 
there is a God, but how it is that there is anything 
other than God.



1. CREATION

St. Augustine of Hippo

“And God saw all that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good.” The meaning 
of this is that there is only one cause for 
the creation of the world – the purpose of 
God’s goodness in the creation of good.... 
There are three questions to be asked in 
respect to any created being: “Who made 
it?”, “How?” and “Why?” I put forward 
the answers: “God”, “Through his word”, 
[and] “Because it is good.” 

City of God, Book XI, Chap. 23



1. CREATION

Creation is a fitting but not necessary consequence of 
God’s goodness

God’s goodness, being the highest and most 
perfect source of all goodness, is first shared by 
nature within the divine Trinity, and second, by 
grace, in creation

God’s benignitas



1. CREATION

Creation itself:

Creation ex nihilo —from nothing

“By faith we understand that the world was 
created by the word of God, so that what is seen 
was made out of things which do not 
appear.”  (Hebrews 11:3)



1. CREATION

A literal six day creation?

St. Augustine: How could the eternal God “say” 
anything? How could there be “days” before sun 
and moon?



1. CREATION

Possible interpretations of Genesis 1-2

Creation in order of causality

Creation in hierarchical order (with man and 
woman as apex of creation)



 1. CREATION

An evolutionary (if not modern) view of creation

Now just as all these elements, which in the course of time and in due order would 
constitute a tree, were all invisibly and simultaneously present in that grain, so too that is 
how, when God created all things simultaneously, the actual cosmos is to be thought of as 
having had simultaneously all the things that were made in it and with it when the day was 
made (Gen. 2:4).



 1. CREATION

In any case,

It should be a rather exhilarating thought that the moment of creation is 
now — that if, by some unthinkable accident, God’s attention slipped, we 
wouldn’t be here. It means that within every circumstance, every object, 
every person, God’s action is going on, a sort of white heat at the centre of 
everything. It means that each one of us is already in a relationship with 
God before we’ve ever thought about it. It means that every object or person 
we encounter is in a relationship with God before they’re in a relationship 
of any kind with us. And if that doesn’t make us approach the world and 
other people with reverence and amazement, I don’t know what will.

Rowan Williams, Tokens of Trust, 35



 1. CREATION

Some implications of the doctrine of creation

There was never a “time” when God did not love/know us

Our time and existence has its source in God’s eternity; there 
is nothing more “real” than being present in the memory of 
God

This might give us some hint at questions of the state of the soul 
between death and the resurrection of the body

Thus we “remember” our loved ones, both living and dead, before God.



2. EVIL

The problem:

How can a perfectly good God of his supreme 
goodness (benignitas) create a world in which there 
is evil?



2. EVIL

1. Natural evil

2. Moral evil

3. Pain and suffering caused by 1 and 2.



2. EVIL

St. Augustine, De vera religione, 36

Thus everything that is, insofar as 
it is, and everything that is not yet, 
insofar as it potentially is, has this 
from God — which can be put in 
other words as follows: 
Everything formed or shaped, 
insofar as it is formed or shaped, 
and everything which has not yet 
been formed or shaped, insofar as 
it can be formed or shaped, has 
this from God. 



2. EVIL
St. Augustine, De vera religione, 39

Now, doing and suffering are not subsistent 
realities, and for this reason evil is not a 
subsistent reality either. Thus, you see, water 
is not an evil, nor is the living creature which 
lives in the air; these, after all, are substances. 
But its willful plunge into the water and the 
drowning it suffers on being submerged: 
these constitute evil. The metal stylus, which 
has one end we write with, the other we rub 
out with, has been most skillfully made and 
in its own way is beautiful and adjusted to 
our use. But, should anyone try to write with 
the end you are meant to rub out with or to 
rub out with the end you are meant to write 
with, he has not in the least made the stylus 
evil, while his misuse of it is rightly to be 
faulted.



2. EVIL

Sin is not a thing, it is an action of the will

Sin it not a substance, it is the corruption or privation 
of something that is, in itself, good.





2. EVIL

Athanasius, On the Incarnation, 4

For the transgression of the 
commandment was making them 
turn back again according to their 
nature; and as they had at the 
beginning come into being out of 
non-existence, so were they now 
on the way to returning, through 
corruption, to non-existence again. 



2. EVIL

The possibility of evil is embedded in the riskiness of 
creation itself

God didn’t make creation safe. Risk is inherent in 
freedom.



2. EVIL

The Christian hope

In time we can discover that God in his almighty providence can bring a 
good from the consequences of an evil, even a moral evil, caused by his 
creatures: ‘It was not you,’ said Joseph to his brothers, ‘who sent me here, 
but God… You meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people should be kept alive’ (Gen. 45:8, 50:20). From the 
greatest moral evil ever committed — the rejection and murder of God’s 
only Son, caused by the sins of all men — God, by his grace that ‘abounded 
all the more,’ brought the greatest of goods: the glorification of Christ and 
our redemption. But for all that, evil never becomes a good.

Catechism of the Catholic Church 312



2. EVIL

But Jesus, that in this vision 
enformid me of all that me nedyth, 
answerid by this word, and seyd: 
Synne is behovabil, but al shal be 
wel, and al shal be wel, and al 
manner of thyng shal be wele.

Julian of Norwich, Shewings, 27



2. EVIL

The felix culpa from the Easter 
Exsultet

O love, O charity beyond all 
telling, to ransom a slave you gave 
away your Son! O truly necessary 
sin of Adam, destroyed completely 
by the Death of Christ! O happy 
fault that earned so great, so 
glorious a Redeemer!



2. EVIL

Rowan Williams on 9/11

God is useless in a situation like this.



2. EVIL

David Bentley Hart on the Boxing Day tsunami of 
2004:
I do not believe we Christians are obliged -- or even allowed -- to look upon the devastation visited 
upon the coasts of the Indian Ocean and to console ourselves with vacuous cant about the mysterious 
course taken by God’s goodness in this world, or to assure others that some ultimate meaning or 
purpose resides in so much misery. Ours is, after all, a religion of salvation; our faith is in a God who 
has come to rescue His creation from the absurdity of sin and the emptiness of death, and so we are 
permitted to hate these things with a perfect hatred. For while Christ takes the suffering of his 
creatures up into his own, it is not because he or they had need of suffering, but because he would 
not abandon his creatures to the grave. And while we know that the victory over evil and death has 
been won, we know also that it is a victory yet to come, and that creation therefore, as Paul says, 
groans in expectation of the glory that will one day be revealed. Until then, the world remains a place 
of struggle between light and darkness, truth and falsehood, life and death; and, in such a world, our 
portion is charity.


